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PRELUDE  
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Leader:  “The Peace of Christ be with you.” 
People:   “And also with you.” 
 
WELCOME AND INTIMATIONS 
 

WE APPROACH GOD 
 
INTROIT Down to the river to pray  
 
When I go down to the river to pray, 
thinking on my baptizing day, 
the Holy Spirit tells me I'm newborn, Old Sin, away! 
 
Refrain Oh sisters, let’s go down. Let’s go down.  
Come on down. Oh brothers, let’s go down.  
Down to the river to pray’ 
 
This water flows as the promise of grace 
for all God's children in this place, 
It's not our doing; Christ has done it all.  
Give God the praise! Refrain 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   (by Joe Davis)     
Here is where we give you the permission you haven’t 
yet given yourself, to show up and be your most 
authentic self.  



You can cry here,  
you can take your time here,  
to be you is not a crime here.  
We are all divine here,  
we shine brighter when we all shine here,  
we rise higher when we all rise here,  
we practice being kind here,  
we celebrate the fact that we are still alive here.  
You can make mistakes here,  
no guilt, blame, or shame here,  
there’s only grace here,  
we know you by name here,  
we’ve been waiting for you, 
so glad you came here,  
we hope that you stay here, 
all that you are  
can be reclaimed and embraced here.  
 
*HYMN: 325 Eternal Father strong to save 
 (asterix is where we normally stand if able) 
 
1. Eternal Father, strong to save, 
whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 
who bade the mighty ocean deep 
its own appointed limits keep: 
oh hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea. 
 
2. O Christ, whose voice the waters heard 



and hushed their raging at thy word, 
who walked upon the foaming deep 
and calm amid the storm did sleep: 
oh hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea. 
 
3. O Holy Spirit, who did brood 
upon the waters dark and rude, 
and bade their angry tumult cease, 
and gave, for wild confusion, peace: 
oh hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea. 
 
4. O Trinity of love and power, 
our kindred shield in danger's hour; 
from rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
protect them wheresoe'er they go; 
then evermore shall rise to thee 
glad hymns of praise from land and sea. 
  
PRAYERS OF APPROACH: (Responsive) 
Let us pray 
O Lord, we cry to you and you do not answer me. 
Lo, I am with you always. 
The night wracks my bones. Hear my cry, O God. I 
wait, O Lord; How long must I wait? 
Nothing in all creation can separate you  



from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
But Lord, surely the darkness will cover me and the 
light around me become night;  
Even the darkness is not dark with me.  
May the light of my love shine on you.  
We come to you, Lord, broken, hurting  
and looking for healing for myself and for our world. I 
will wash you in the waters of baptism.  
Your tears of sorrow will become holy water. 
I will make rivers of healing flow through your land.  
Where can we go from your spirit? 
Where can we flee from your presence? 
No matter where we are, you are there, with us. It 
was you who formed our inward parts; 
you knit us together in our mother’s womb. 
We praise you, for we are all wonderfully made!  
I have called you by name. You are mine. You are my 
beloved.  
You, O Lord, are our rock and our salvation. You have 
made yourself known to us in your coming to our 
world. We praise you, for into our darkness a light 
has shined, and the darkness cannot overpower it. 
Thanks be to God. Amen 
 
KYRIE ELEISON  (Lord have mercy) 
 
DECLARATION OF PARDON (minister) 



Friends, hear and believe the good news of the gospel. 
God is love and Jesus says to our troubled and hurting 
souls: “Peace be still.” In Jesus Christ you are forgiven. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung):  Hymn #831 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 
 
ANTHEM Come to the water   Carey Ratcliff 
 
1. O let all who thirst,  
let them come to the water. 
And let all who have nothing,  
let them come to the Lord: 
without money, without price. 
Why should you pay the price, 
except for the Lord? 
 
2. And let all who seek, 
let them come to the water. 
And let all who have nothing, 
let them come to the Lord: 
without money, without strife. 



Why should you spend your life, 
except for the Lord? 
 
3. And let all who toil, 
let them come to the water. 
And let all who are weary, 
let them come to the Lord: 
all who labor, without rest. 
How can your soul find rest, 
except for the Lord? 
 
4. And let all the poor, 
let them come to the water, 
Bring the ones who are laden, 
bring them all to the Lord: 
bring the children without might. 
Easy the load and light: 
come to the Lord. 
   
SHARING A STORY     
 
*HYMN: 348 Tell me the stories of Jesus (vs 1,2,4) 
 
1. Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to hear; 
Things I would ask Him to tell me if He were here; 
Scenes by the wayside, tales of the sea, 
Stories of Jesus, tell them to me. 



2. First let me hear how the children stood round His 
knee, 
And I shall fancy His blessing resting on me; 
Words full of kindness, deeds full of grace, 
All in the love light of Jesus’ face. 

4. Tell me, in accents of wonder, how rolled the sea, 
Tossing the boat in a tempest on Galilee; 
And how the Maker, ready and kind, 
Chided the billows, and hushed the wind. 

 
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 
RESPONSIVE PSALM:  Psalm 77:1-15   Refrain II 
 
Refrain Many and great, O God are your works, 
Maker of earth and sky. 
 
1 I cry aloud to God, 
    aloud to God, that he may hear me. 
2 In the day of my trouble I seek the Lord; 
    in the night my hand is stretched out without 
wearying; 
    my soul refuses to be comforted. 
3 I think of God, and I moan; 
    I meditate, and my spirit faints. 
4 You keep my eyelids from closing; 
    I am so troubled that I cannot speak. R 
5 I consider the days of old, 



    and remember the years of long ago. 
6 I commune with my heart in the night; 
    I meditate and search my spirit:  
7 ‘Will the Lord spurn for ever, 
    and never again be favourable? 
8 Has God’s steadfast love ceased forever? 
    Are the Lord’s promises at an end for all time? 
9 Has God forgotten to be gracious? 
    Has the Lord in anger shut up compassion?’ 
10 And I say, ‘It is my grief 
    that the right hand of the Most High has changed.’ 
R 
11 I will call to mind the deeds of the Lord; 
    I will remember your wonders of old. 
12 I will meditate on all your work, 
    and muse on your mighty deeds. 
13 Your way, O God, is holy. 
    What god is so great as our God? 
14 You are the God who works wonders; 
    you have displayed your might among the peoples. 
15 With your strong arm you redeemed your people, 
    the descendants of Jacob and Joseph. R 
 
GLORIA PATRI   #594  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now and 
ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS: 



New Testament Lessons   Matthew 4:23-25; 9:35-38 
         Mark 4:35-41 
 
SERMON:   Turbulence 
 

WE RESPOND IN FAITH 
 
*HYMN: 728  The storm is strong 
 
1. The storm is strong; we face the wind. 
The water rises; waves crash in. 
Where are we now? Where will we be? 
There is no mercy on this sea. 
 
2. But you, Christ, you are with us here. 
We turn to you in all our fear. 
The single word you say is 'peace' 
and wind and waves and storm all cease. 
 
3. Who can you be? What power your say 
that even winds and sea obey? 
Remove our fear of death and harm. 
Give us your faith and still our storm. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE. (Responsive) 
 
Lord, if it’s you, We need to hear from you  
When we are alone We need to hear from you 
When we go away to pray We need to hear from you 



When we have little faith We need to hear from you 
When we are battered by the waves  
We need to hear from you 
When the wind is against us We need to hear from you 
When we get in the boat We need to hear from you 
When we’re terrified by our ghosts  
We need to hear from you 
When we seek you on the mountain  
We need to hear from you 
When we cry out in fear We need to hear from you 
When we start walking on water  
We need to hear from you 
When we begin to sink We need to hear from you 
When we are far from land We need to hear from you  
Lord, if it’s you,  
speak to us, calm our fears, calm our storms, 
Strengthen our resolve. Remind us who you are 
Walk to us. Call to us. Save us 
Reach out your hand and catch us.  
Quiet the wind around us  
Lord, if it’s you,  
help us to hear your voice. Amen 
 
OFFERING  
 
OFFERTORY  Wade in the Water  Arr. Mark Hayes 
    African-American   Soloist Ron Long 
 



Wade in the water, Wade in the water, children 
God's gonna trouble, God’s gonna trouble the water 
 
Down in the valley, down on my knees. Wade… 
Askin’ my Lord to save me please. 
 
Up on the mountain, Jehovah he spoke. Wade… 
Out of his mouth came fire and smoke 
 
I heard a rumblin’ up in the sky, Wade… 
Must have been Jesus passin’ by, 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  (unison) 
Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving 
what you have first given us, our selves, our time and 
our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive 
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
*DOXOLOGY #830  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise 
Christ all people here below; praise Holy Spirit 
evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. 
 

WE TAKE CHRIST’S LOVE TO THE WORLD 
 
*HYMN: 744 Will your anchor hold 
 
1. Will your anchor hold in the storms of life, 



when the clouds unfold their wings of strife? 
When the strong tides lift and the cables strain, 
will your anchor drift or firm remain? 
 
R: We have an anchor that keeps the soul 
steadfast and sure while the billows roll, 
fastened to the rock which cannot move, 
grounded firm and deep in the Saviour's love! 
 
2. Will your anchor hold in the straits of fear, 
when the breakers roar and the reef is near? 
While the surges rave and the wild winds blow, 
shall the angry waves then your bark o'er flow? R 
 
3. Will your eyes behold through the morning light 
the city of gold and the harbour bright? 
Will you anchor safe by the heavenly shore, 
when life's storms are past forever more?  R 
 
*BENEDICTION  
 
* EXTROIT  264  Sing amen  
Amen, we praise your name, O God. (2x) Amen, amen, 
amen, amen, amen, we praise your name, O God. 
 
POSTLUDE  Down by the Riverside 
         
 
 



Worship is live streamed at 
https://www.twitch.tv/firstpresbyterianedmonton/ 
 
WARMEST GREETINGS: We are pleased to welcome all 
who join us this morning. Please stay for refreshments 
after the service.  
 
Livestream/Church School Videos with Julia-Don: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSzLkIA3uQbUMn
vNaDQMcLA   email:churchschool@firstpresbyterian.ca 
 
Today’s Lay Reader is Megan Collins, who leads in the 
Prayers of Approach and the Responsive Reading. 
 
Donations: Thank You for all the ways you give! Here 
are some options: mail a cheque or your church 
envelope with enclosed cheque (please do not mail 
cash); Click donate button for PayPal on church’s 
website; e-transfer to Treasurer@firstpresbyterian.ca 
(auto-deposit is set up, so no need to use a secret 
question). Best of all, please consider pre-authorized 
remittance (PAR); more information here: 
https://presbyterian.ca/plannedgiving/pre-authorized-
remittance-par-program.  If you have any questions 
about donating or church finances, contact the 
Treasurer, Javed Sommers, at 
treasurer@firstpresbyterian.ca. 
 



Permission to podcast/stream/print the music from ONE 
LICENSE, License # A-716770. All rights reserved. 
 
Choir Concert: Mark your calendars please! Sunday, 
April 2nd at 2:30 pm our choir performs Bach's Cantata 
No. 106 with guest singers from The King's University 
Chamber Choir and instrumentalists performing on 
period instruments. More information weekly. 
 

Beginner Handbells for age 8 and up is on Wednesdays, 
Jan. 18 through Feb 8, from 6 to 7 pm; arrive 5:45 to 
5:55. Contact info@marniegiesbrecht.com. 
 
Land Acknowledgement 
 First Presbyterian Church is located Treaty Six 
Territory, a traditional land of the Métis and many First 
Nations, including the Cree, Dene, Anishinaabe, Nakota 
Sioux and Blackfoot peoples. First Church repudiates 
doctrines of colonization and repents for the harm done 
to First Nations people by colonization and Residential 
Schools. First Church wants to build relationships based 
on justice, love of neighbour, and mutual respect 
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples. 
 
BIBLE STUDY: Letter to the Hebrews Our study and 
discussion continues on Wednesday nights, March 
1st through to April 19th all via ZOOM. Please let Nick 
Knoppers know so you can receive the ZOOM link. Email 
jo.k@shaw.ca. Or contact Rev. Harry. 



COMMUNITY DINNER after three years we are going to 
resume Community Dinners. The first one will be 
Saturday March 11. There will be a sign-up sheet for 
volunteers in the Wallace Room. We need at about a 
dozen volunteers. Talk to Rev. Harry who will be taking 
the lead. The first dinner will be soup and sandwiches. 
 
Image on front: Jesus stilling the storm by James 
Tissot. French circa 1890. Opaque watercolour over 
graphite on gray wove paper. 
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